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Yoice of America

1. The *Voice of Americah broadcasts are widely listened to and generally

20 Radio listeners receive the impression from some of the programs broad-
. cast by VOA, that the United Stateg wants to "ghow ofgn its economde
Superiority (technical, scientific, standard of living, etc.) over the
other nations of the world, However, such an attitude of Superiori ty
does not win any sympathy or respect for the United Statess on tha COone
trary, this type of broadcast merely antg.’gonize;s\ those peopils who are

36 The programs which are of the
feature; broadeasts in which Bulgarian emipres compare living condi tions
in the Satellite countries with conditions in the free world, Such proe
grams are often discussed for days. The same 1s true of the humorous or
sat%lrical programs, which gpe particularly Popular in the villages and
small towns, :

le The Bulgarian radio audience frowms upon the use of "strong language® in
VOA broadcasts and, although the public imows that cartain VoA commenta-
tors are Bulgarign nationals, the language which they employ in their
broadcasts 1ig nei ther good nop appropriate for theip purpose, Frequently,
the listener receives the impression that facts have been exaggerated fopr
Propaganda burposes, and he must then sift sych facts to reach the truth,
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BBC Broadcasts

BBC broadcasts have earned a reputation of impartiality, and generally
broadcasts by this service are limited to & recitation of facts, As a
result of this dispassionate spproach, the BBC has won the confidence
of the people to a much greater degree than has VOA. BBC radio reviews
on the international political situation are the most popular and fre-
quently provoke discussions of the subject. For exsmple, the BBC com-
mentary in late July 1955, concerning the reasons agsinst Bulgaria’s
admission into the United Nations; aroused widespresd interest and was
discussed throughout the following week by every politically conscious
person in the area.

On the other hsnd, the BBC does not have any programs similar to the
aforementioned humarcm-satirical sketches of daily life, broadcast by
the Voice of America. Such programs are extremsly popular and their
content is always assured wide dissemination.

Seneral Commentary on Broadeasts

The ®jamming® of foreign broadcasts is very extensive, but in most cases
it is not maintained with the same intensity throughout the entire Pro=
gram, As a result, the chances of successfully receiving the essential
parts of the news would be incrsased congiderably if the commentators
would repeat the headlines in the middle and at the end of each broad-
cast,

The mention of specific names, places; and dates in connection with
everyday events would be very effective in undermining the public’'s

faith in the regims and, at the same time, would serve to enhance.the
prestige of the West. Neither BBC nor VOA has employed this technique

to any great extent; instead, both simply 1imit themselves to generali-
ties. Another important factor is the lack of both VOA and BBC com=
mentary on serious local problems, For example; as of September 1955,
there had not been any mention by VOA or BEC of the fact that there

would be widespread dismissals effectad throughout the Bulgerian economy
as of 1 January 1956. This economy measure is expected to affect more
than 40,000 workers and, at present, the matter is being discuased in
every home throughout the country and is of serious concern tc the entire
vorking population, The foreign radio has also failed to mention the re-
lease of certain political prisoners who wers, until quite resently, con-
sidered to be "public enemies®, This official Yabout-face® could be used
to put the regime in an extremely uncomfortable position, Another feature
which could be used effectively by VOA or BBC would be the announcement of
the real income of a selscted local farmer, prefersbly a member of the Com-
minist Partys in such a broadcast, particular care should be taken o men=
tion the farmer's name and village.

General information on life in the West is of no particular interest to the
Bulgarian public and broadcasts of this sort should be curtailed; except
when known Bulgarien smigres can make legitimate comparisons of living cone
ditions, Radio listeners would prefer the opportunity to view Bulgarian
conditions through Western eyes, and the people particularly appreciate
those broadcasts which indicate that the truth about their sountry is known
abroad,
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